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Of MMeesssseennee in IIttaallyy, Peripatetic
philosopher. He composed OOnn
PPhhiilloossoopphhyy in ten books (in these he
reports on all the philosophers and their
opinions); WWhheetthheerr  HHoommeerr  oorr  PPllaattoo  iiss
mmoorree  sseerriioouuss. He also wrote AArrttss  ooff
RRhheettoorriicc; OOnn  SSaarraappiiss; and EEtthhiiccss in
nine books.

Commentary

AArriissttookklleess  ooff  MMeesssseennee is mainly known for the fragments of his doxographical work, OOnn
PPhhiilloossoopphhyy. As there is no evidence for his other works, the historical character of his writings,
e.g., the OOnn  SSaarraappiiss, is undiscoverable. Note that A. Gutschmid (apudA. Adler, Suidae Lexicon
(Leipzig 1928), A 3916) has proposed to transfer the non-philosophical works – including the one
OOnn  SSaarraappiiss – to the SSuuddaa entry of AArriissttookklleess  ooff  PPeerrggaammuumm, a sophist who wrote during the
second century AD and who seems a better fit for the rhetorical works. However, Gutschmid’s
proposition does not enlighten the authorship of the OOnn  SSaarraappiiss.

Biographical Essay

We do not know much more about AArriissttookklleess’ life other than what the SSuuddaa reveals (TT  11). He
was a Peripatetic philosopher from MMeesssseennee in SSiicciillyy who might have lived around the second
century AD. For modern speculations about the dating of his life, see M.L. Chiesara, Aristocles of
Messene. Testimonia and Fragments (Oxford 2001), xiv—xxiv.
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